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Rong Chhorng
President of KAFS, Cambodia

History of my life and activities in relation to JAFS
and Mr. Murakami

No one could escape poverty and hardship of Khmer Rouge
regime, 1975-1979. The regime had destroyed Cambodia to a zero,
100 per cent of people were poor.

I had been involved in social works and participated in a lot
of activities in relations to the improvement and development of
Cambodia after Khmer rouge regime, 1975-1979. I was member
of Khmer Students and Intellectual Association (KSIA) and
was assistant to the President. I was trained as social worker by
international and national NGOs in Cambodia which was flourished
during and after the general election sponsored by the United
Nations in 1993. At KSIA, I was active in campaign awareness on
human rights, AIDS, and other volunteer activities. I was active and
committed to KSIA’s activities and society.

In 1993, I was asked by my supervisor, who used to be the staff
member of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and colleague of Mr.
Ung Sean, to join a summer camp in Norway or participate in the
Network seminar in India. Mr Ung Sean had asked my supervisor for
a good and committed student to join the AINS. I really wanted to go
to Europe, but I decided to go to India instead with the understanding
that Europe is too far different comparing to Cambodia in term of
social and culture. It was my first trip abroad and I was so excited
and had a lot of dreams. With the assistance of Mr. Nobert Klein,
Lutheran World Service, and Dr. Koson Srisang, I finally arrived at
Narpur, India, and met all AFS’s leaders, especially Rev. Kimihiko
Murakami of JAFS. I was very much influenced AND INSPIRED by
the objectives and works of JAFS AND VISION OF Rev. Kimihiko
Murakami.

During the AINS, I have met several leaders of AFS and have
learned a lot from them. I approached Rev. Kimihiko Murakami and
asked for support for Cambodian people who have suffered a lot for
the last two decades.

With positive response, 1 organised the AFS in Cambodia upon my
return from India with guidance of Mr. Ung Sean. After two visits
of Rev. Kimihiko Murakami and Mrs. Ohara Junko, we successfully
organized the first international workcamp in 1995. Khmer Asian
Friendship Society (KAFS) was set up and registered with the
government. The goal is to serve the poor people in the rural areas by
pursuing the following objectives:

*To reconstruct Cambodia through village development;

*To cultivate friendship and strengthen solidarity among Asian
Countries; and

*To promote understanding of Asian Culture.

Since then, KAFS has made remarkable result in helping and
supporting rural people to alleviate their poverty and improve their
likelihood.

1. 37 Kindergarten and Primary School buildings together with 9
toilets have been constructed.
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2. Loan Credit Program: The total loan has increased from an initial
fund of USD40,000 to around USD450,000 through interest
accumulation, and this fund is now being used within 55 villages.

3. Clean Water Supply: 445 wells were provided

4. Foster Children: There are 207 Foster Children having been
supported.

5. Other activities such as International Friendship Camp, Cycle
aid, free haircut, free classes for basic foreign language, tree
plantation, emergency aid, etc.

My future plan of activity
High economic growth of around 7% per annum enables Cambodia

to graduate to lower middle-income country; economic growth base

has been further diversified; poverty rate has been reduced to below

10%; and income gap among the people has been decreased. Though,

there are still of a lot of works to be done. Future plan of activities is

as followed:

1.Strengthen local chapter. Despite the fact that each chapter has
financially dependent’s mindset to JAFS and NGOs workers are
not business people, and more spending oriented, they shall be
moving to more self-reliance by creating some income-generated
activities;

2.More networking locally and regionally; by engaging more
professionals and business people in regards of expertise and
financial support.

3.0ne AFS foundation/common fund shall be established with
chapters’ contribution in order to support community’s projects
and networking activities.

4 Orientation to more human capital development.
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Vishal Philip Paranjape C D AGADEMY NAG W o 7T AE b EME L LEDNTHRET DR T A
INDIA L H 4 FELBICT ALY S T E L BL Yy
President of Gram Sewa Sangh & AFS-Nagpur, India (i o) FAHH S ET R CTANZ VRN AL F
GSS / JAFS / AFS CE LI LB LRSS A RROTERE D - 90
A z2BELBEX " CITdbBoHmBERE2LIZLOTH NI EK

Gram Sewa Sangh was established by the founder member v o SRR i) E Ci‘ ';z" A p)‘ w7 gb T E . % 7\]:} o /g ? % %

late Mr. Philip A. Paranjape in the year 1993. He was also the Fw i T A X r 20 T o & T & Kok v 7
L . . W4 N 2 A W 2w N Z
former President of Gram Sewa Sangh which is registered with g ;ﬁ ? %: % Cii g) ;L E;R V<C 7;} 5 ¥ g/ ' E i r7 I% Z)\ % ;rbﬁ, E ?, %A 1;_( e
the government of India as a charitable society and trust under g,% /l< V 2_ E? *E f} Ig Z 7}; 46_} UN 71; | lg T Ua \g % T ?i 7z ;\ D 7 40
. . . H A o I ; o e Wt Y D \» MV
MH/874/93 Nagpur. It 1sa5901al and educational t.rust. It @ostly oo b A CFROFEELLEMN YL ETHEFESEL ’ﬁ
works for slum and poor village people for their sustainable T T YHEAENA FT L TELE VT A D TRk 1]
development. ;qz WwWiE D 5 mEF L ° CofYy ° T%F D CHIZT T T 55'3
, o . . W E I EF O S AR RMET I T XLES HERFE® 1

I am Mr. Vishal Philip Paranjape, President of the Gram Sewa Lo L7 Mo 3% EEYE T NN AR s l
Sangh/ AFS — Nagpur, India. I live in a small family with my mother, b -
§1ster and w1fe'. My. fther Late.Mr. Philip A. Paranjape usgd to work 5 b ¢ % 4 D E P~ T F ) @ T E R N - .
in Laboratory in Mission Hospital. He had worked as a social worker NF L A4 o FL A AT SKKEOELEFEAY ﬁ‘
e e BRI IR IR

: s K3 Y27 cspcisal LLFsiclL °fkA
74 S — o —_ B — = — ~ N Ny
program related to the project in slum or village areas. That time I FrANVRTHT S FIT-NTFLELLEIET /73; A % i~ % %é * 4 1) ?)J ] 'E§ E %E 72 ;’ % i }g Eix % *E 7]]4 2 T
i NI RK=1VF, vNIvabIMF 77— ) o A ° j 7% LK T
usedtoobserveandtrytolearnfromh@. N . . B E D E o I E s 517 EA LA kL A K E @

One day my father met Rev. Dr. Kimihiko Murakami Sensei, A M FE L A X L ;LS * Vb F X T/ o 3 E K
founder & executive director of JAFS and AFS. He came to know 2013 my father met with a cardiac arrest and died. It became very % % ﬁ‘gk ’]J 02 07‘% E j{ 7; - 7”_; i/ j; % %:\ % '7‘}']’ ;E.; Z) ° g i% A 7731 f/iz 5
that Rev. Dr. Kimihiko Murakami Sensei always help people living difficult for me to cope up with the loss of a parent. My family got Z (gm N ¥ &5 I F 4 % L O N 74 5V O F ¥ F et :C F 12 » :55
in Asian countries and works for their betterment. Whenever he disturbed because of his unexpected death. That time JAFS supported N I B N ?; % it 7 12 . T Z ] #H I ok L& S B ¥ L
visited India, he used to discuss about the issues that are happening. us in many ways. They also supported my sister Ms Rini Paranjape g I,E ig) f ng ;;L % ; Z i % Z%; % :) % % ;’ :Eé j; {;E‘; Eé :,?E “Lé I t
That time the major issue in India was the lack of water which was a by providing sponsorship for her education and nursing training. It is s ) N eé& T B O 2 U: T T §/ 2 geov o ﬁ: ] 7 H L A% |7 I7
very serious issue and he was working on how to avail safe and clean my good fortune to be a part of JAFS. The people are very supportive LR E O A A L # [ oo w7 A  [n C T & 53
drinking water. He brought the sponsorship through JAFS and got and caring. I love them all very much. JAFS has become my family 1 &
the wells dug and hand pumps installed to improve quality of life for now. g - Et N % i[\ }/ 3£ (=g ;, 1$3 + }, 13 3 L<Z 2 § o 2 )%/ T v 9 ] é

o : : : I ko ° z 72 A - : w7 »
many communities. . o Rev. Dr. K1.mlh1k0 Murakami Sensei alwa}fs ad‘mlr‘ed my hard T ERM ] @B f‘% #50< o 4‘ 5 753 > i 3 % ﬁ 5 7/ js_

In the year 2010, my father introduced me to Rev, Dr. Kimihiko work and efficiency and asked me to start a project ‘Child Academy I D g r AR R m H “C gi x [ + E 7(1: (Eﬁg 2 -
Murakami Sensei and Ms. Kyoko Ariyama, JAFS who was a best Nagpur’ in our centre for our slum children. Today we have 60 *E f/ji ?;E 3; < Ig % ; 02:) ?E i S g Jﬁg Hg S L OA) Z % g % iu;[_ﬁ § 517 NG
friend of him and also the project in charge of Child Academy children registered in our Child Academy Nagpur. JAFS foster Z 5 jCE i Tj% "z g‘ % X “C\ < &? ) gﬁﬁ‘ L 6 ﬁ; Y 7 ) 2 E[E 2% ? )L
Nagpur at present. After knowing about them and their work I got parents sponsors Child Academy Nagpur by helping these poor 7% @; & 5 % % T J ?E I ﬁC I W [A] Fa S 1 = L & ,EE A E <§
inspired by them and decided to help people by being as a social children and families for their sustainable development. OA) % ;C_ il ?é] B ;L é % F’, ; }72; % 2@ OA) L E':&;EJ )g EC‘ 2( f f,) g §( ;E
worker. We have also started the Green Scout Movement in our place. The T 8 ° ;g X J?f F S %E R T Y %C fie 7 | ¥ T zZ ~ :f

In the year 2011, Rev. Dr Kimihiko Murakami Sensei motto of which is “Think Globally, Act Locally” and I want to % ﬁél i ll;\ é < L’ g 7{;‘: %CE E %\ ‘g Lff ﬁ ) ;2: ; A % 517 0]‘) E % i
recommended me to attend 2nd AYS which was my first youth increase the work of this movement in future. Y F X & < E ? L T A L B_C ?é: %o F 72T fE =
leadership program held in Osaka, Japan. Through that program I got On 04th January 2019, I got married with a beautiful girl of 5 E‘g S V)“ T Ik g % 7’_; 7;) e 72 = ?B‘ x9S °u”s QP: 5
to learn all the leadership skills and abilities which I am using now in Ratlam city Mrs. Shefali Vishal Paranjape. She is a Math teacher 702 ”;; L/;j\: g) j; % 2 T é(; ¥ E é(: 7‘7: 2’ EE] s ;i % gg ?7 }7 i ;
my career and projects to help poor people. by profession and now she is pursing master studies in English - !

When I returned back to India I started working among slum and Literature. She has also joined as a part time teacher in Child . . »
| ed Jack fo e 13 ® ommons S @ el Y AM L AD  THVAEMLEL  THOBME (5 b AL
village people especially with the children. I also got engaged with Academy Nagpur. She takes remedial classes for the weaker students My H Mt M AT TR LI YLV T L A EF 60
many organizations by working as a youth leader. I trained some of the academy and helps them out to understand the topic in a A AN R S S H W 7 ?_s‘ C/;E i /éli ?E F T A& f:/(\ E 3¢t %E S A
youths and taught them the leadership qualities so that they can also simple manner. J 2‘3 W ? g 5 I% ﬁ ,?L ;ZI\: W “iC %‘3 % g]’j }V g;; 2& ]% }%J bi {? A g 7 ,? S; )2)‘ % %2
come forward to help people. Ms. Sumiko Tanaka, Mr. Yokoyama My plan is to connect all the NGOs in a more systematic way, So ? At ﬁ’k“ Lo 7]‘?5% L % oKtk o F 7z ) :i D T 4 r = f@ L 72 W p)‘ ﬁ T
Kohei, and Mr. Takaaki Watanabe visited to Nagpur, India and that they can share information and innovative ideas which will be S %’} 35:‘ % ?é =S g % g /L}E 181 ;{ ?) EE ; %n ?% ?}7 H Sfi 0% {3(2 t; E %% ~ % /é\v ;i
supported me several times for the youth leadership program. helpful for communities. ;\ ) %lfl D ?fi( z 7 Z % O F # L % /CE U FL ¥ %ﬁ T E 7 °h B OE

Because of my dedication towards work, Ms. Junko Ohara, Vice — As my personal interest is in working among children by educating vy 2 B L 7 i Db Lo 9z C 75 L f‘::k 3 o v 7 57%;‘ ok
President of JAFS and Ms. Sumiko Tanaka, Former Deputy Director them, so in future I am planning to build a school and education 7 E % ;C\ ‘g? M ’C\ ;5)( f, %?( E g Eﬁ T /% ;g %{é Z gﬁ Z ]]\ :]/ T % 5 EL
of JAFS gave me the opportunity to organize 2.5 AYS in Nagpur centers in slum and village areas to provide them good education for JZ{KI T 5 FHEYREF T X fl: Zh - wh LT Z— 3z  x B C
and Gadchiroli and after that they again gave me the wonderful their better future. # 7;; [%/ '92 %Z ;,: ?jé; I%é 51{ % jﬁﬂ 33:3 W z §_ 5 % —rL\ﬁ E‘; E % g ?’7;% Eﬁ k %3
opportunity to participate and host the 3rd, 4th, 5th and 6th AYS. I hope that my activities and actions will help the communities get i T T 2 P ”E E‘J ’ga] g,l f,% 5 e Tﬂé 7 0 ;‘D - B ]; L % S

Everything was going smoothly but unexpectedly on 17th Oct a better life. o r 75 = 7 L 21 S L &» #Hl & T3 & ]
13 2019%H# 7V T7xv MM39S JAFS BISL40RF JAFS BISZ40FF TYT %y MM395  2019FFK
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