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People-to-people partnership
for Mangrove Reforestation in
Matnog Sorsogon, Philippines,
2014 - 2018

Gina A. Yap
President of AFS-Sorsogon, Philippines

Planting mangrove was initiated in 2014 as a friendship
project of Japan and the Philippines through Japan Asian
Association and Asian Friendship society (JAFS) and Asian
Friendship society (AFS) Sorsogon Chapter in response to
the threat of global warming and increasing frequency and
intensity of disasters as shown by the impact of super typhoon
Haiyan that hit the Central Philippines in Nov. 2013 with
staggering casualties. In the case of super typhoon Haiyan,
the presence of mangrove forest was observed to have
mitigated the impact of storm surge in many places. Thus, the
partner communities for the project have welcomed the idea
of planting mangroves. In addition to disaster mitigation,
JAFS wished to contribute to sustainable livelihood of poor
people who depend on the sea for food and income.

To support the project, JAFS mobilized to do mangrove
work camps in Matnog. In 4 years, the project is able to reach
its target of 100,000.

A total of 8 communities participated, with AFS Sorsogon-

UMD doing the local organizing work and hosting the work
camps. For many Japanese participants, the camp was also
an eco-tourism experience - sampling local food, exploring
pristine tropical islands and plants, and get to know the
simplicity of life of the locals.
Success Story: Paghuliran - the Municipal Government of
Matnog has recognized Barangay Paghuliran as a model for
mangrove forest community stewardship and representatives
from the Department of Environment and Natural Resources
(DENR) and related agencies have been visiting the barangay
to see the mangrove reforestation site. Local residents are
proud and happy.

With experience, AFS Sorsogon has learned to identify
suitable areas for planting and have already tried appropriate
method of growing given the particular situation of the local
ecosystem, local environmental leadership and people's
attitude. Success rate is observed to be dependent on tidal
pressures (location), care and protection, and cooperation of
sea food pickers and fishermen. The ownership of the planting
site remains with the community and local co-operators who
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care for the mangroves.

Mangrove forest is categorized as "blue carbon sink" by
climate change advocates as scientists revealed that more
than 80% of carbon in the planet circulate in the ocean and
mangroves and other marine ecosystem in general could
capture carbon more than trees planted in land (UNEP Blue
Carbon Initiative, 2016). For marine creatures the mangrove
forest is a spawning area and a refuge from harsh heat and
tidal stresses while for most people in the coast, mangrove
forest in the Philippines, it is a source of firewood and
baby crabs for sale to crab growers. Global warming, coral
bleaching and more expanding tides are simply considered as
part of life by the locals.

Mangrove reforestation activities increase awareness and
curiosity of local people of the other services of mangrove
forests. They are more encouraged to take care of the
mangroves when people from other places would take the
effort to plant and support the project. They also feel happy
and proud when foreigners would come and work with them,
because their visits also break the monotony of life in their
small village. In the future, it is hoped that more awareness is
created on the importance of mangrove forest not only for the
local residents but specially for the planet. In the end however,
the slowing down of global warming still depends on slowing
down carbon emissions, and transforming the way humans

live.
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